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the compact, Frederick showed that experience had
taught him much. The state of Polish and Turkish
affairs gave to the Eastern Question of that day two
storm-centres which threatened wide and immediate
disturbance. Frederick, who was deep in his labours
of restoration and reform at home, desired above all
to keep the peace. This imposed upon him tasks of
the utmost delicacy. He had to prevent the forma-
tion of a Northern league which Russia desired, to
cow Austria by means of the Russian alliance, to
follow with the closest attention the turbulent course
of politics in Poland, to keep Austria from acquiring
influence there, to check the military ardour of the
Turk, and to hinder a rapprochement between Austria
and Russia. During more than four years (April,
1764-October, 1768), he was able to stave off war,
and when at last France induced the Turks to attack
Russia, he found himself liable only to pay an annual
subsidy of less than half a million thalers. In 1769
the alliance was prolonged till 1780.

The war between Russia and the Turks seemed
to Frederick a pitiable display of incompetence*
"To form a correct idea of this war," he wrote,
"you must figure a set of purblind people who, by
constantly beating a set of altogether blind, end by
gaining over them a complete mastery." But the
triumph of Russia, however achieved, threatened to
kindle the general conflagration which he dreaded.
It was clear that if left to herself she would make
conquests, and Austria was on the alert for com-
pensation. The Hapsburg claims might possibly
be satisfied at the expense of the Turk, but this